Youngest MEP challenges privacy and datassues

Amelia Andersdtter |

Amefi Andersdotteris a member of
the Pirate Party and has aseatn the
European Pariament, At 22 sheis
the Prfiament s youngest HER,She
Challenges EU-wide legislation on
Matters of data retention, patents
and copyright. ESCinfo asked Amelia
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to diseuss how the isuesshe deals
Withaffect Europes youth,

EESCinfo: In what ways
do you believe personal
freedoms and citizen rights of

the youth have regressed in
Europe since 9/11?

Amelia Andersdotter: W are gel-
ting new technologics all the time,
were finding new weys of collcting
dala, new ways of Interacting with
people. One o the greatst freedoms
that s disappeared in tha congext
i Lhe control over what data e
et a0d when. When you loof 2
the privacy discussions taking place
between the youth today they are

actuall related to what data we zge
forced t0 et g0 of, Can we get Lhis
dita back? How do we know what i
being done with this date?

This is the essence of privacy
discussions fght now: Youth in gen
eral don't seesn 1o mind onfine copy.
muailes ke Facebook. Every piece
of information [ put on Facebaok |
have control over — more or fess
When users havenlt been given ade-
Quate control over information (hey
puton Tacebook Lhey get upset

Siilarly, when we are oreed
1o undergo body scans in aimporiy
withot the choice of pting out, we
et upset, The easy way of Clnging

thatis obviously by crealing policies
and structures that allow wsers and
citizens to always have control over
the information they emst. here i
need to get the control buck nto the
hands of the cfizens.

Does growing up in an
environment where data i
routinely collacted impact
the personal development of
young people?

L think 0. Having contro of what
data you emit and whe is crucia
10 persanal developmant. | know (he
example often given concerns the
sue of homosexuality, You choose
when you come out and when you

don' bocause it isstll 2 slightly con-
roversial subject. But if any dat
couldbetaken from yow at any poin,
fou cant keep secrets, which evegy-
all leads t selfcensorship.

Weneed to be able to control gur
personal information i order to
develop as individuals, When you
have: secrets, and when you have
things you don' want to tell other
people about, even though those
things may be normal, you need to
be the one to decide when that info-
mation is released. Certain hariers
are barriers you have fo climb over
on your own. You can'l have some-
one clse decide 1o forcefully tear
them down for you. [



